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	Abstract

Coronary perforation during percutaneous angioplasty is a rare but life-threatening complication. The frequency of perforations due to coronary interventions varies between 0.15% and 3.0% according to the devices employed (1-10).

The development of cardiac tamponade (incidence 0.14%) mainly determines the clinical outcome and is dependent on the severity of the perforation. It may occur delayed in up to 45% (within 5-24 hours) and is associated with a high mortality (11).

High risk in emergency surgery (mortality 18%) (5) is necessary in 20-40 % after coronary perforations (1-5).

Interventional strategies for non-surgical treatment of coronary perforations during interventional procedures have been developed.

Recently, availability of coronary stent grafts allows percutaneous resolutions of perforations while maintaining vessel patency. They may be regarded as the therapy of choice for coronary rupture.





